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close-mouthed man except an occasional sentiment
after others had spoken. Silence, smoothness,
and a studied carriage covered his cunning and
shielded him from rebuke. So marked are these
things that no one can tax Judas with a want of
sense, or any other quality prized by the business
men of the world. lie had clearly all the requi-
sites for a shrewd spy, an ample opportunity and
sufficient inclination to do the work of one.

Various reasons have been surmised why Christ
selected such a man to be an apostle, since he
must have known from the first his real charac-
ter. Without pretending to explain or pro-
nounce, it may be allowed me to suggest that by
this choice he would show to the world, in all
after ages, that he had not been afraid to have
his most secret conduct and private intercourse
pass under the eye of an enemy ; and lest some un-
discoverablc and unworthy end should be plausibly
imputed to him, he would initiate a man of a
thoroughly worldly spirit into his little company,
who, having received the delegated power and
exercised the privileges conferred upon the rest,
might be able to testify on any matter connected
with himself. This choice at any rate proves him
to have been unsullied with any impure design.

Now, it will be readily granted that, upon the
supposition Jesus was practising upon the cre-
dulity of the people, such was the nature of his
undertaking it absolutely required accomplices.
None would of course be thought of but his
apostles, and they have been so represented by
the champions of Infidelity. Well, Judas was one